
BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL 
Endeavour House 
8 Russell Road, IPSWICH 
IP1 2BX
2  Tel: 0300 123 4000 (Option 6)
e-mail: licensinateam@baberahmidsuffolk.aov.uk

TOWN POLICE CLAUSES ACT 1847 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT 1976

COMBINED HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE 
DRIVER’S LICENCE CONDITIONS

1. Definitions:

1.1 In these conditions, unless the subject or context otherwise requires 'the Council' means the 
Council of the District of Babergh, the 'Driver' means a person holding and acting in 
accordance with a Driver's Licence issued by the Council and the 'Vehicle' means a Hackney 
Carriage, or private hire vehicle licensed by the Council.

2. HACKNEY CARRIAGE ONLY:

2.1 The Driver shall:

(a) not wilfully or negligently cause or suffer the licence number marked on a vehicle 
or the licence plate or the 'Taxi' sign attached to a vehicle to be concealed from 
public view or to be so defaced that any figure or material particular is illegible;

(b) ensure that the 'Taxi' sign attached to a vehicle is illuminated when the vehicle is 
available for hire but not at any other time;

(c) not wilfully or negligently cause or suffer the fare table fixed upon the vehicle or such 
other notice required to be displayed by the Council to be inverted or detached or 
altered or the letters or figures on such table to be in any manner or by any means 
concealed at any time.

2.2 Taximeter

The Driver shall:

(a) when standing or plying for hire, keep the meter of the vehicle locked in the position 
in which no fare is recorded on the face of the taximeter;

(b) as soon as the vehicle is hired and before commencing the journey bring the 
machinery of the taximeter into action by operating the key, flag, or other device, so 
that the word 'Hired' is legible on the face of the taximeter and keep the machinery 
of the taximeter in action until the termination of the hiring;

(c) ensure, during the continuance of any hiring, that the dial of the taximeter is not 
concealed in any manner or by any means and that such dial is distinctly and plainly 
visible and legible to any person hiring or being conveyed in the vehicle;

(d) cause the dial of the taximeter to be kept properly illuminated throughout the hiring;

(e) report immediately to the Council any failure of the taximeter;

(f) not tamper with or permit any person to tamper with the taximeter, with the fittings 
thereof or with the seals affixed thereto.
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